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To his Grace, + 2 
JOHN 
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MARLBOROUGH 
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May it pleaſe your GAA E, 

R aisE and T nanks- 
P GIvIxG having been the 
Subject of this Day's Diſ- 
courſe, I hope I need not make 
any great Apology for placing 


it under your Grace s Pro- 
A 2 tection, 


T he Dedication. 
tection, fince your Gr act has 
been the Author of it, by lately 
preſenting me, by your indulgent 
Favour and Generoſity, to the 
Place from whence it was deli- 
verd ; and by continually ſup- 


porting the tottering State 6f our | 


Church and Nation, b 


your 


Heroick Virtue, and wiſe Con- 


duct, till we are become a ſecure 
happy People. 
That your Grace has been 


the bleſſed Inſtrument, in God's 


Hand, to bring . theſe mighty 
Things to pats, your moſt impla- 
eable Enemies declare ; for it is 
impoſſible you ſhould have any 
but thoſe who are Enemies to 


God and their Country. 


Tho 


The Dedication. 
Tho I muſt own it as a par- 

ticular Advantage to my Sermon, 
to appear with ſo Great a Name 
before it; and no leſs Honour 
to my ſelf, to publiſh that your 


Grace has ſo generouſly em- 


' | ploy d me fo near your own Per- 


ſon: Yet when I reflect upon 
theſe glorious Things which you 
| | have done for us, I think my ſelf 
| to be freed from the Imputation 
of Vanity, being bound, in Ju- 
ſtice, to offer the Firſt-Fruits of 
| my Studies at Woodſtock, on ſuch 
a charming Subject, to no other 
Perſon but your Grace. 

Be pleaſed then (Great Six) 
to pardon this Preſumption, and 
.| conclude it an Argument of that 
great Leal which I have to ex- 
preis my Gratitude. I 


The Dedication. 
I have therefore aſſumed the 
Boldneſs to put fo poor a Teſti- 
mony of thoſe honourable Af. 
fections which I owe, into your 
Grace's Hands, knowing how 
much the Argument of this Ser- 
mon will be acceptable unto you, 
let it be managed never ſo indif. 

ferently. | 
But whatever my Succeſs may 
be, it will be abundant Satisfa- 
faction to me, that I have em- 
braced this Opportunity, pub- 
lickly to adore the infinite Wil. 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs of 
God, for his miraculous Delive- 
rances; and to recommend your | 
Grace, and Noble Family, to 
the Bleſſing and Care of the moſt 
High God, I hat you may live 
long 


The Dedication. 

long to enjoy the inward Com- 
fore and Satisfaction of your V ir- 
we here, and receive the Reward 
of it hereafter ; which, I queſtion 
not, is the ſincere Prayer of every 


honeſt Engliſh-man, as well as of 


- Tour Graces 


I Moſt Obliged, 

; Moſt Humble Servant, 

* 
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PSsALMu xxxIn, I. 


Rejoyce in the Lord 0 ye Righteous, 
for it becomes well the Juſt to be 
thankful. 


a RATITUDE does fo far ex- 
ea cced all other generous Re- 
rurns which either Reaſon, 
Nature or Friendſhip can give, 
that they cannot ſtand in Com- 
petition with it. aa 

Amongſt noble Spirits it's a 
Rule inviolable, They will not loſe the Me- 
mory of Benefits: And as it is the Property of 
the beſt of Men, on all Occaſions, to put 
themſelves forth with grateful Acknowledge- 
ments, ſo it is the higheſt Return which the 
beſt and moſt generous ot Benefactors require 
of us; for God himſelf declares, whoſoever of- 
fers bim Thanks and Praiſe, he honours him. 

Thanks is the Perfume of Offerings, and 
Prayer the Savour of our Oblations. 

The greateſt Sacrifices of Old were accepta- 
ble to the Almighty only as they repreſented 
the Senſe of his paſt Benefits beſtowed on us, 
and our ſincere Dependance on him for future 
Favours. B Thus 


TY 


Thus faith the Pſalmiſt ; He will tate no Bul- 


lock out of thy Houſe, nor He Goat out of thy 
Fold : He will not eat Bull's Fleſh, nor drink 
the Blood of Beaſts. —Offer unto thy God Thankſ- 
giving, and pay thy Vows unto the moſt High -— 
Let his Divine Glory ahd Beauty be the only 
Object of thy Soul and all its Affections. 

Such Contemplations exalt our Deſires above 
all periſhing Enjoyments, and fortiſy our Ima- 
ginations againſt every thing that is vain and 
tranſitory: Our Eyes will be fixed on the 
Perfections of the Almighty, and Night and 
Day we ſhall meditate in cur Hearts the Ma- 
zeſty of his Divine Nature. 

The bleſſed Inhabitants of the Heavenly 
Manſions, who fee the Beauty and Excellency 
of God, worſhip him, and fall betore his Throne 
continually, with Songs of Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving. 

It is the Joy of Angels and Delight of Hea- 
ven; it fills them with Pleaſure that we cannot 
expreſs, nor can it fall into the Imagination 
of any that are not actually fo happy. 

Neither is there any Honour ſo great, any 
Office fo deſirable for the Saints on Earth, for 
the Righteous, as to rejozce in the Lord; for it 
becomes well the Juſt to be thankful. 

The Words of my Text naturally afford us 
this Propoſition, That the Praiſe and Glory of 
God ought to be the chief End and ultimate 
Deſign of all juſt and righteous Men in all 
their Actions: And Ill endeavour to ſhew 0 

the 
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the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of this Duty 


of Praiſing and Honouring of the Almighty, 
from theſe Three following Conſiderations. 


Firſt, Becauſe the Proſperity and Adverſity 
of every Man is in the Hands of God 
alone, and not in his own Power. 


Secondly, That nothing but a faithful De- 
pendance upon the Providence of God, 
and a conſtant Acknowledgement of all 
his Mercies, can make us happy in any 
State or Condition. 


Thirdly, That without this grateful Temper 
of Mind, which proceeds from a faithful 
ſtedtaſt Dependance on God's Providence, 
we can never perform this Duty of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving to our Maker heartily 
as we ought : And therefore, 


Fourthly, As a neceſſary Conſequence, That 
none but the Righteous and Juſt are qua- 
lified to rejoyce in the Lord and be thankful. 


And, in the Laſt place, That certainly the 
greater Deliverance we have received, 
the greater our Rejoycing in the Lord ought 
to be. 


Firſt, That the Proſperity and Adverſity of 


every Man is in the Hands of God alone, and 
not in his own Power. 


B 2 Amongſt 
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Amongſt thoſe various Diſpenſations oſ Eter- 
nal Providence, there are none ſo miſerably 
neglected and abuſed as God's Bleſſings. So 
much is the World drown'd with Pride and 
Ingratitude, that we are ſo little ſenſible of the 
Works of God and Nature. | 
We can't poſſeſs our Minds with a juſt Ap- 
prehenſion of the great Intereſt and Power of 
Heaven. Nay, inſtead of allowing ſo much 
as a Shadow or Appearance of Infinity, we na- 
turally inſpire our Souls with great Thoughts 
of our Selves, admire our own Parts and At- 
chievements, derogate from the Divine Per- 
fections, by aſcribing all Things to our own 
Abilities ; when, without God's immediate Aſ- 


ſiſtance, there is nothing in Nature ſo helpleſs, 


lo miſerable as Man. 


The Wiſe of this World may act as if they 
could make their own Deſtiny, enterprize no- 
thing but what they ponder before-hand ; yet 
even then God's Providence ruleth all Things, 
diſpoſeth all Things, orders all Things : He turns 
the Wiſe Men backward, and makes their 
Knowledge Folly. 

Therefore Succeſs proceeds not either from 
our Courage or Conduct, but the Flight ſhall 
periſh from the Swift, the Strong ſhall not 
ſtrengthen his Force, neither ſhall the Mighty 
Man deliver himſelf. When the Lord went 


not out with the Hoſt of Iſrael, how were the 


Mighty fallen in the midſt of Battles ! how were 
the Mighty fallen, and the Weapons of War pe- 
riſhed ! What 


C91 

What an inſignificant broken Reed is Hu- 
man Wiſdom and Strength, for a Man to ven- 
ture his whole Fortune upon, his Temporal 
and Eternal Welfare, when thoſe very Deſires 
which we moſt applaud in our ſelves or our 
Adhe rents, as Matters of the greateſt Reach, 
and tupported with the ſubtileſt Policy, are the 
certaineſt Means, if it be the Will of God, to 
bring us to inevitable Ruin and Confuſion ! 
Like the Fig-leaves, which ſerved demonſtra- 
bly. to ſhew the Guilt of our Firſt Parents, 
when they themſelves politickly invented them 
to hide their Nakedneſs. 

So wiſe Counſel is not always in the Power 
of the Judicious ; Succeſs is never. Tho Pau! 
planteth, Apollo watereth, yet it is God that 

gives the Increaſe : Then neither is be that plant- 
eh any thing, nor he that watereth „ but God 
alone who groes the Increaſe. 

Now therefore why diſquieteſt thou thy 
ſelf, vain Man, ſeeing thou art but mortal, 
| fooliſh and impotent? Thy Deſires cannot con- 
troul the Almighty's Decrees; there is no 
judge above Him, none that underſtands 
above the Moſt Higheſt. 

There is no Darkneſs nor Shadow of Death, 
where the Workers of Iniquity may hide 
themſelves ; for God's Eyes are upon all the 
Ways of Man, and he ſeeth all his Goings. 

Blind is the Wiſdom of Men, even in their 
own common Affairs; then certainly it is but 


a very uſeleſs Director againſt future publick 
Events and Occurrences. The 


. 

The ſubtileſt Man upon Earth, by taking 
Thought, cant add one Cubit to his Stature; 
and the Power of the greateſt Monarch of the 
Univerſe cant go beyond the Bounds which 
Providence has ordained him. Daily Expe- 
rience repreſents nothing more plain and open 
to us than the Weakneſs of Humane Prudence : 
How dim an Inſight it has in all Things molt 
obvious? tor one unexpected Accident over- 
turns and diſorders the Frame of all cur Plots 
and Contrivances; which plainly ſhews how 


vainly Men deſign, ſeeing that the Event is 


always out of the Reach of their Power, and 
leaves us no room to queſtion that there is a 
God that governs the World, a Being above 
the Heads of Kings, which ſupports their 
Crowns, and rules with abſolute Sovereignty 
over them that rule over others. 

Tis true, to give a perfect Definition of 
this Supream, Almighty Power, it is impoſ- 
ſible ; neither can our finite Reaſon hold any 


Proportion with infinite: However that, with- - 


out the Help of the Holy Scriptures, will fully 
inſtruct us that there muſt be an abſolute 
entire Perfect ion, that was the Creator of all 
Things, and fo conſcquently diſpoſeth and go- 
verns all Things. Many of the wiſer Hea- 
thens, in Times of the darkeſt Ignorance, 
had their Minds filFd with as bright and de- 
lightful Notions of Divinity as theſe: They 


did often, with Comfort, declare, that the 


Gods, that knew all Things, and could do all 
Things, 
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Things, were ſo much their Friends, and ſo 
highl# concerned for their Welfare, that they 
were never Night nor Day out of their 
watchful Providence; but in whatever they 
did they had their Aſſiſtance, and in what- 


ever they defign'd their Directions. 

But if Men that pretend to Religion will, 
in Contempt of all its Inſtructions, be till 
ſo ſtupified with Pride, as to fall down and 
worſhip the falſe Reflection of their own 
Images ; be ignorant of their own Being, that 
they may be ſo too of their Maker's; and be 
taken with their own Excellency, and think 
themſelves to be Gods; let them but conſider 


| even then, how much better the Lord of them is, 


for the firſt Author of Perfection has created 
them: But ſuppoſe their Vanity will always 
place them ſo far from God, and above them- 
ſelves, that they will neither own one nor 


| know the other; yet from the Greatneſs and 


Beauty of any other Work of God's Hands, 
proportionably, the Maker of them and all 
Things is ſeen. With what Face can Man be- 
hold the greater Light that rules the Day, 
unleſs he worſhip and honour him at the fame 
time that made fo glorious and uſeful a Crea- 
ture! He that is himſelf the God and Father 
of Lights, whom nothing can eclipſe, no 
Clouds can obſcure, who is always moſt ſe- 
rene towards us when Storms and thickeſt 
Darkneſs are ready to bewilder and con- 
found us! 

Every 


* 
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Every Thing that is the Object of Senſe is a 
faithful Monitor of an infinite Almightyg Nea. 
ſon,inſpires our Souls with great and delight. 
ful Ideas of God and his Goodneſs, and they 
variouſly ſet forth the Eternity and Immenſity 
of the firſt Author and Preſerver of them and 
Nature. — No Part in all the Creation, but 
Man, is froward and unthankful ; they all, 
with one Conſent, declare the Glory of God, 
and rejoyce to ſhew his handy Work ; Fire 


Beaſts and Cattle, Mountains and Hills, all the 
Works of the Lord, Bleſs the Lord, praiſe bim, 
and magnify bim for ever. 

Why ſayeſt thou O Iſrael, and ſpeakeſt O Ja 
cob, my Way is hid from the Lord, and my 
Judgment is paſſed over from my God 2 Haſt thou 
wot known, haſt thou not heard, that the ever- 
laſting God the Lord, the Creator of all the Ends 


of the Barth, fainteth not, neither is weary. 
Omnipotency certainly cannot be baffled by 


any outward Adverſary, nor be fatigued for 


want of its own Strength and Energy. 

Such is the admirable Power of God, that to 
him to will is to effect, and to determine is to 
perform : He is the Strength, Kingdom, Power 
and Majeſty of all Ages. God's Providence, 
in relation to the Government of this World, 
and all Things in it, is undeniable, both with 
reſpect to the Means and Ends whereunto 
they are appointed : And the more unaccounta- 

e they are, and ſurprizing to our Humane 
| Capacities, 


and Fail, Sun and Moon, Showers and Dew. 
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Capacities, the more fully they ſhew to all 
the World that they had their Commiſſion 
from Divinity it ſelf. We muſt conclude, 
from all the intricate Meanders and Labyrinths 
of Fate, that theſe are the Determinations of 
the Moſt High; and therefore ſuch Knowledge 
is too wonderful, too excellent for our frail 
Natures : We cannot attain unto it. — Adore 
we muſt, and value the infinite Love and Wiſ- 
dom of this infinite univerſal Cauſe. Great 
and marvellous are thy Works, O Lord; juſt and 
true are thy Ways, O King of Saints! 
Thus to know God is certainly the moſt 
advantageous Improvement of our Induſtry 
and Learning, and the higheſt Contentment 
Humane Nature is capable of. Yet fo very 
perverſe and obſtinate are many of us, thar, 
inſtead of adoring and admiring the Infinite 
Power and Wiſdom, in the myſterious Diſpen- 
ſations of his Providence, we have from thence 
perniciouſly concluded there is no God: And 


the flouriſhing Condition of the Wicked, and 


the often deplorable Eſlate of the Righteous, 
has been another Argument made uſe ot againſt 


a Prpvidence 5 but certainly, to wiſe thinking 


Men, it can have no better Succeſs than the 
former : For God denies his own Children, 
many times, the Deſires of their Hearts in theſe 
outward Things, to teach them nor to look 
for an abſolure Contentment from any world- 
ly Enjoyments ;* and grants them as freely to 
the Wicked, to afilict _ even in this Life; 
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For this World's Bleſſings will ſerve to con- 
found a Man, either at preſent or at long-run, 
as ſure as any one of God's Judgments he makes 
ule of. The wiſe Diſpoſer of all Things gives 
Proſperity and Adverſity to the Good and Bad 
upon quite different Ends; and the Uſe that 
they make of them ſhews, to all thinking 
Men, that they cannot produce the fame Et- 
fects alike in every one, but quite contrary, 
How often does the Narrowneſs of one Man's 
Fortune ſecure him from more publick Shame 
and Puniſhment 2 And the Largeneſs of ano- 
ther's polls him ſo advantageouſly, that his 
Light ſhines before Men, and he glorifies bis Fa- 
ther which is in Heaven. 

It is not fit for us earneſtly to defire any 
Thing in this World, but to ſubmit all Things 
to the Will of God, who is as mercitul as 
powerful. Since we know not what to ask 
for as we ought, thoſe Wiſhes which we 
think for our Advantage, many times would, 
if attained, certainly accompliſh our Deſtru- 
ction; and where we expect all Joys, we meet, 
in the Fruition, nothing but Diſappointment. 
The true End of all our Happineſs, is to have 
a real Value and Honour for our Maker; and 
the certaineſt Way to accompliſn this effectual- 
ly, is to have a ſincere and conſtant Depen- 
dance 01 the Almighty's Will and good Plea- 
ſore in all our Undertakings: Without this 
we can't he happy in any State or Condition; 
which is my Second Particular. 


ou 


11 


Our Condition is never ſo deſperate, ſo de- 
plorably miſerable, as when we think our ſelves 
moſt powerful and mighty; when we depend 
upon. our own Strength, and boaſt our ſelves 
in the Multitude of our Riches. Holy Davi4 
himſelf was trepann'd into this great Strait, 
by the Proſpect of the Multitude of his Hoſts, 
and the great Numbcr of his Valiant Men : It 
made him, for a Time, forget that God which 
had done ſo great Things for him, which had 
deliver d him from the Hand of his Enemies, 
when, in all Appearance, they had been too 
ſtrong for him. 

But this Good Man preſently reeollects him- 
ſelf of his Wickedneſs, as well as Folly, in fo 
doing; as ſoon almoſt as he knew his great 
Strength, his Heart ſmote him, and he, in the 
Bitterneſs of Soul, faid unto the Lord, I have 
\ finned greatly in that I bave done, and now I 

beſeech thee, O Lord, take away the Iniquity of 
thy Servant, for I have done very fooliſhly, 2. Sam. 
xxiv. 10. 
And, indeed, it is almoſt unaccountable how 
this Holy Man could ever be fo miſerably ſur- 
prized by the Proſpect of the Forces and 
Strength he commanded. This Wiſe Man, 
who ſet himſelf an Example upon long and 
great Experience of his Truſting not in the 
Wings of an Army, but in the Lord of Battles ; 
not in the Height of his Rocks, but in the 
Rock of Apes; not in the Retirement of his 

Caves, but the Shelter of God's Wings: Tho" 
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he was a Man of War, and well skill'd in Mili- 
tary Fortifications, yet he ſſighted all theſe as 
Paper-Walls and Trifles, well knowing he could 
not be ſafe on this fide Omniporence. Exce 
the Lord went out with bis Hoſt, all theſe were 
little worth : Except the Lord keeps the City, 
the Watch-man waketh but in vain. 

The Protection of the whole Earth, the Pro- 
ſperity of Nations, Kingdoms, Provinces, yea, 
of the molt private Family, of the moſt ob- 
{cure Perſon in that Family, belongs to God 
alone. The Earth is the Lord's, and the Ful- 
_ meſs thereof, and all the Potentates in it are 
but his Inſtruments and Vicegerents; neither 
can they att, in all their Power and Glory, 
otherwiſe than he in his infinite Wiſdom is 
pleaſed to permit them, and proſper all their 
Undertakirgs. The Lord is the ſupream and 
wiſe Diſpoter of all Things: It is not in Man, 
he that runneth, but Mercy cometh of God, 
Rom. ix. 16. Ir is not in the Battle either the 
Horſe or the Rides that we may depend upon; 
Prov. xxi. 31. The Horſe, indeed, is prepared 
againſt the Day of Battle, but Safety is of the 
Lord. There is no King can be ſaved by the 
Multitude of an Hoſt, nor a Mighty Man be 
delivered by much Strength; nor is it in the 
Counſel of Men to protect themſelves by their 
own Policy or roreligit : There is no Wiſdom, 
nor Uoderiancing, nor Counſel againſt the 
Lord. | | 
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As the Mercies of the Lord our God are in- 
finite, and his Compaſſion unto ſuch as turn 
unto him in Holineſs; ſo he is the moſt pro- 


per Object of our Love and Adoration : As he 


is mighty to ſave, and never forſakes them 
that never forſake him; ſo it's our higheſt 
Concern to wait on him continually, and 
implore his Direction to guide our Feet in 
the pleaſanteſt Paths of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and to ſupport and comfort us in the 
greateſt Exigence. If we will but allow an 
Almighty Power, that can and will look down 
with Pity upon them that truſt and confide 
in his Protection, we muſt allow alſo an ab- 
ſolute Neceſſity of Depending on this Al- 
mighty Power, who alone is ſufficient enough 
to make and keep us happy: It is as much 
our Intereſt as Duty, if we believe there is a 
God, and that he is a Rewarder of them 
that diligently ſeek him, conſtantly to dwell 


under the Defence of this Moſt High, and to 


abide under the Shadow of the Almighty. 
What a melancholy Thought it is to have 
no God to fly unto in the midſt of our Ago- 


' nies, that will ſay unto us, Be you healed; be 


you comforted. 3 
When there is no Faith in God, no Religion 
to ſupport us; when he knows not where- 
withal to comfort himſelf in the midſt of thoſe 


miſerable Inquietudes and inſupportable Suf- 


ferings, every thing increaſeth his Fear and 
adds to his Miſery; he ſees nothing certain 
but 


141 


but his Unhappineſs, and the greateſt Grief i; 
always ſollow'd by another that is greater than 
that. This wretched faithleſs Creature, at beſt, 
at any time may rather be ſuppoſed to change 
his Pain than ceaſe to ſuffer. One ſingle Sor- 
row is enough to :mbitter all his Comforts, 
and to blaſt the Magazine of all his Joys. 

Nothing can deliver us from all worldly 
Miſery and Diſtraction, but the Soul's Repoſe 
in God, the entire Dependance in his Divine 
Providence. | 

It was by this Faith in God that Job pre- 
ſerved his lutegrity, and his Patience too, in 
the worſt of Conditions, when he had all the 
Plagues at once pointed upon him that Hell 
could invent. I all this he finned not, wor 
charged Ged fooliſhly. Diſeaſes, Contempt and 
Poverty lote their Strength when they faſten 
on ſuch good Men: The Lord giveth. lay 
they, the Lord taketh awas, biefſed be the Name 
of the Lord. Shall we recerve Good at the Hands 
of God, and ſhall we not recerve Evil ! 

A Man that has 2:taines:} to the Perfe ion 
of Faith, cannot be ſurprized at any ili Eveats, 
but is prepared to receive the worlt Malice of 
Fortune with a quiet reſigned Mind to the wite 
Diſpoſer of all I hings. Perſecuted Virte al- 
ways flies to the Altars of God; tis her certain 
Aſylum, her only Retreat and Comfort. When- 
ever we arc expoſed to Storms and Ship drecks, 
as long as the perilous Voyage endures, the 
Pilate may ſecurely ſteer into tits On 
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crowded with Rocks and Shelves for a Man 


| good Surcets in all his Undertaking, as when 


_ 


and always avoid peri hing, in Spite of the 
raging of the Sea, and the Fury of the Tem- 
pett, let it be never {io vouterovs 

And, without this, the W orb is too thick 


to hope to attain ſecurely to his deſired Haven, 
and eſcape them all. 

The Houſe that is founded on this Rock, this 
Faith in God, is moſt certain to ſtand when the 
Rains deſcend, and the Winds blow and beat upon 


| it: And the Throne is moſt advantageouſly 


poſted that is eſtabliſhed in Righteouſneſs. 
This Dependance on God is the great Sup- 
port of Crowns, and the principal Ornament 


of Kings. 


The Moſt High ruleth in the N ingdoms of Men, 


| and givetb them to whom be will. 


And if the Potentates of the Earth will ſet 
themſelves, and the Rulers of the Earth take 
Counſel againſt the Lord and again(t bis People, 
be that ſitteth in Heaven will laugh them to 


 ſeorn, the Lord will have them in derifion. 


Their indifcreet unlimited Power will pull 
them down faſter than they roſe, by their in- 
ſulting Ambition; and they will leave no Foot- 
ſteps behind ther but thoſe of their Cruelty 
and Oppre::ion, the inſeparable Companions 


of Jawlcts arbitrary Tyrants. 


A Man, let him be ot waat Rank and Con- 
dition he vil, cant have io fair a Proſpect, 
ſo comfori21e Atjurance, that he ſhall have 


he | 
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he commits his Ways to an Almighty Power 
and Protection, begins them in his Name, di- 
rects them to his Glory; which never any 
juſt righteous Man in this World ever doubted 
to be his greateſt Advantage, as well as Duty, 
to perform faithfully. 

The Bleſſings of the Lord are never miſ- 
repreſented, but when they are the Portion of 
the Fooliſh and Wicked. To the Wiſe and 
Righteous they always become everlaſting Mo- 
numents of an indulgent merciful God, wor- 
thy to be had in Remembrance, and conſtant 
Advantages of their Piety and Devotion. 

There is nothing more oppoſite to an ho- 
neſt Man than an ungrateful Soul. He that 
will fly to God in every Emergency, ſhould 
be as diligent to glorify him in all his mira- 
culous Deliverances. | 

The more there is of Gratitude in vs, the 
greater is the Evidence of Grace and Divine 
Love: For when we are fully convinced that 
God is infinitely amiable, we ſhall carneſtly de- 
fire to adore him infinitely : When we are fully 
aſſured that in him we live, and move, and have 
our Beings : That God is our Father, Deliverer, 
Benefactor, and beſt Friend. 

Certainly an honeſt Man, upon any of the 
Bleſſings he receives from his Heavenly Father, 
condemns his Heart, if it ſhould but harbour 
the leaſt ſinful Thought to rob God of his Ho- 
nour and Glory. 


When 


191 


When our Minds are filled with Exceſs and 
Rapture, in the Admiration of this tranſcendent 
Divine Perfection, we muſt of Neceſlity have 
as mean and contemptible Thoughts of our 
Deſerts and Abilities. And, till we are fo wiſe 
and happy, we cannot condeſcend to walk 
humbly with our God. 

Nothing but Humility makes us ſenſible of 
our own Wants and Meanneſs ; the more it 
does receive, the more it does bemoan its own 
Indigence : It never fails to inform us, that we 
are not worthy of the leaſt of all God's Mer- 
cies, and of the Favour he hath already ſhewed 
unto us. Whenever he opens his Hands with 
Bleſſings towards us, what God has given 
comes from his own Bounty; he owed it us 
not : And when he withdraws his Charity, he 
with-holds it, either in Juſtice, for the Puniſh- 
ment of our Sins; or in Mercy, for our farther 
Good. But the Works of God cannot expect 
to meet with more generous and kind Re- 
ception in this World than his Words: If they 
are not ſown in honeſt good Hearts, the Cares, 
Croſſes and Diſappointments of this Life, will 
choak them, they cannot bring forth Fruit to 
Perfection: If we follow Chriſt for the Loaves, 
we ſhall as aſſuredly forfake him, as the Jews 
did at Capernaum, when we are diſappointed ; 
or as the Devil obſerved of Fob, when we find 
that we ſerve God for nought, we ſhall fall 
away in Time of Temptation : For when we 
are perfect and upright, only becauſe our Sub- 

D ſtance 
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ſtance is encreaſed in the Land, let Cod But 
put forth his Hand now, and touch all that we 
have, and we ſhall curſe him to the Face. Or if 
our Zeal takes Fire either from Faction or 
Ambition, that will blind our Eyes, if it ſuc- 
ceeds not, as well as any other Loſſes or Dif- 
appointments. This ſhall be more particu- 
larly diſcourſed of under my next Head; which 
is to ſhew, 


Thirdly, That without a grateful Temper of 
Mind, which proceeds entirely from a faithful 
Dependance on the Almighty's Providence, 
we can never perform this Duty of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving to our Maker, faithfully, as we 
ought : And therefore none but the Righteous 
and Juſt are qualified to rejoyce in the Lord and 
be thankfal, for his greateſt Bleſſings. 

Who would wonder to fee rebellious turbu- 
lent Spirits murmuring at God's moſt publick De- 
liverances, when not only their own Diſappoint- 
ments, but all the Happineſs of their Adver- 
ſaries (which is every one that differs from 
them in their unnatural helliſh Deſigns) makes 
them equally unealy 2 They muſt be always 
molt reſtleſs and furious, when God's Bounty 
is moſt communicative and diffuſive to that 


very Nation of which they are ſuch unworthy. 


Members. Their Reliſh is vitiated towards 
every thing that is good, and, like other ve- 
nomous Creatures, ſuck nothing but Poiſon 
out of the moſt ſovereign Plants and Flowers. 


The | 
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The Thoughts of Revenge, Preferment, Ho- 
nour, and Places of Truſt, will quickly per- 
ſwade them to forget thoſe peaceable and en- 
dearing ones of the God of Nature, of Reli- 
gion, of their Country : and from thence it 


comes to paſs that cruel deſigning Men, of 


the moſt different Perſwaſjons and Intereſts, 
do heartily unite and fully agree in thoſe helliſh 
Plots and Contrivances, that tend to a pub- 
lick Ruin and Confuſion; and, at the fame 


| time, always hide them under the Fig-leaves 


of Righteouſneſs, for their better Succeſs and 


| Security : For Fire that is taken from God's 


Altar, by an unhallowed Hand, burns ever 


moſt inſenſibly and moſt furiouſly : It were 


enough, if poſſible, to ſeduce even God's Elef. 
But let fuch Men remember that they have 
no more Power over the Rightcous than he 
in his Infinite Wiſdom allows them. 

And tho' ſuch concealed hypocritical Ene- 
mies are moſt to be feired, and their Blows 
moſt dangerous, yet there is a God, that ruleth 
on High, is mightier; who is a Shield to them 
that put their Truſt in bim, and who can deliver 
them from all their Trouble, and has delivered 


them. That the Lord himſelf has been on our 


Side, when ſuch an Atlembly of treacherous 
Men lay in wait for our Souls, | ſuppoſe no one 
here queſtions, who is come into his Courts 
this Day to pay the Honours due unto his 


Name for this great Deliverance, and to ing 


Praiſes unto their God, who has not given them 
wr unto their Teeth, D 2 | thall 
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I ſhall therefore, from what has been ſaid, 
exhort you all to conſider what great Things 
the Lord bas done for you, that your Returns, 
as much as is in your Powers, may be ſuitable : 
Which is my /aft Particular. 

Let us bleſs the infinite Mercy, Wiſdom and 
Providence of God, that has brought all theſe 
ineſtimable Bleſſings ſo to paſs, without the 
Deſire, (nay, contrary to the Inclinations) of 
too many of us, to have it accompliſhed, 
and out of the Power of the wiſeſt braveſt 
Men to bring it to paſs in our unſettled divided 
Nation. — What does the Lord thy God require 
more of thee (to continue his Protection and 
Bleſſing to ſucceeding Generations) but to de 
Fuſtice, to love Mercy, to walk humbly with thy 
God, to be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good 
of his Name? 

This is all the Returns the Almighty re- 
quires of us, for all his Care, Bleſſings, and 
miraculous Deliverances. Certainly we ought 
to adore the Goodneſs of God for all theſe 
ineſtimable Favours: He requires no other Re- 
turns, nothing but what is moſt eaſy and en- 
rertaining. 

PRAISE is ſuch a noble generous Part 
of Divine Worſhip, as it is charming to all 
devout Perſons in its own Nature. A joyful | 
and pleaſant thing it is to be thankful. 

And therefore, in this Religious Exerciſe, 
the bleſſed Spirits in Heaven are continually 
converſant; it being fo far from —— 
their 
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jeſty, but by keeping his Commandments. 


21 ] 
their Happineſs, that it is the moſt conſidera- 
ble Ingredient to their Infinite Felicity. 

Yet this moſt agreeable cheerful Spirit is 


what God chiefly expects from us, for his 


eſpecial Providence, which watcheth over us. 
And we, by thus Acknowledging his Fa- 
vours, ſhall make our ſelves as happy as we 
were in Receiving them.-— How monftrous 
Ingratitude will it be, not to give unto our God, 
our Saviour and mighty Deliverer, the Ho- 
nour due unto his Name ! 

Let us ſhew our thankful Hearts towards 
him in Piety, in Charity towards our Enemies. 
We cant be faid to be truly ſenſible of all 
his Infinite Mercies, unleſs we love him with 
all our Soul, Might and Strength : Nor can 
we demonſtrate our Love to his Divine Ma» 


O that Men would therefore praiſe the Lord 
for his Goodneſs, and declare the Wonders that 
he does for the Children of Men! That they 
would honour him by an unblameable Life ; 
waſh their Hands in Innocency, and ſo come 
acceptably and worthily, with Joy and Glad- 
neſs, to his Altar ; and, after they have at- 
tended Him at his own Houſe, and ſerved Him 
at his Publick Place of Holy Worſhip, ſpend 
moſt of the Day at their Private Sacrifice, ſe- 
cretly as well as in the Congregation | 

Serve the Lord with Reverence and Godly 
Fear; honour him and praiie him, by keeping 
his Laws, and ſhew unteigned Devotion I 

an- 
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ctuary; and then we ſrould exactly and ſtrictly 
keep the Solemnity of this Day of THAaNKs. 
GIVING, as well as lay the ſecureſt Founda- 
tions of a Peace in our own Country, the Ble- 
of Peace in our own Boſoms. 

Our Hearts ought to preſerve ſuch a Me- 
mory of God's Goodneſs, ſuch a Holy Fire, 
that it ſhould never be extinguiſhed, but ſend 
continually the ſweet Odours of Prayers and 
Praiſe unto the Almighty, our merciful Pre- 
ſerver and Deliverer. When the Land was 
moved and divided, the Pillars thereof ſhook 
and trembled, and the Foundations were ready ta 
be caſt down : When all Things were in a Fer- 
ment and Commotion round about us, and 
Men's Hearts failing them for Fear, and look- 
ing upon thoſe Things that were coming 
upon the Nation, whom had we in Heaven 
but Thee; and from whom could we expect 
Help upon Earth, i compariſon of Thee 2 Where 
could we have received Shelter and Redreſs, 
but from the Altar of God's Mercy, and un- 
der the Shadow of his Mercy- Seat? 

But, indced, this is a very melancholy Scene, 
and ought not to be inſiſted on in Time of 
Rejoycing, in which Objects that give Hor- 
ror ſhould be kept out of Sight. We muſt 
not triumph over, but pity, the Follies of our 
Enemies; pray to God for the Forgiveneſs 
of their Sins, for turning of their Hearts, 
that, if poſſible, they may be recovered out 
of the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bond of Iniquity. 

Let 
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Let us, Beloved, leave our Enemies to the 
Mercies of God, which are infinite; turn 
our Thoughts now to nobler Objects; ing un- 
to the Lord, and praiſe his Name, by telling of 
his Salvation ; Aſcribe unto the Lord Worſhip and 
Power, and honour him in the Seat of the El- 
ders, for his merciful Kindneſs is ever more and 
more towards us, and the Truth of the Lord en- 
dures for ever. 

With one Accord heartily rejoyce in the 
Glory of God, and in the Proſperity of our 
Nation, ſince the Almighty has now eſta- 
bliſhed a Xing to rule over us, who was the 
only one in Europe that could have delivered 
us from the inſupportable Yoke of Popiſh Ty- 
ranny and Arbitrary Power, which neither our 
Fathers nor we were able to bear, and ſecured 
our Religion, Rights, Liberties and Properties. 

This is the Prince to whom the Almighty 
has given the Adminiſtration of this Realm ; 
and whom, by the Succeſſion of many aſto- 
niſhing Providences, he has put in this Truſt, 
as firmly as any Settlement in the World can be 
made, as ſecurely as Humane Affairs are ca- 
pable of. 

May he be as happy in the Love and Af- 
fection of his Subjects, as he has made them 
fate, by his Protection, in their Religion, Li- 
berties and Properties. May he ſtill be own'd 
as one of the greateſt Bleſſings the Nation 
ever had. 


And 
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And let this our Gratitude, Honour and Va- 
lue, as it is applied to his Sacred Majeſty 
with due Acknow , be terminated 
always in our God in ſincere Gratitude, Fear 
and Obedience. And therefore 


To the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, 
as is moſh due, all Honour, Power, Glory, 
Might, Majeſty and Dominion, both now and 
for evermore. 
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